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He is young and looks even
younger than his 36 years. Yet
in themidst of a confrontation

with the federal government that could
have grave consequences for his future,
Seth Kaper-Dale acts with the poise of a
much olderman.
“I’m not afraid,” says the co-pastor
of the Reformed Church of Highland
Park. “Tome, we’re facing a cross and
crosses arewhatwe face.We know
about facing crosses andwe know

about the hope that’s found on the
other side of crosses, sowewalkwith
confidence toward crosses.”
So, in the last few days, he has admit-
ted twomoremen into his church to
find sanctuary, refuge from federal im-
migration officials whowant to deport
them. Thatmakes three. Kaper-Dale
is likely to bring inmore, although he
could face charges of conspiracy to
violate the nation’s immigration laws.
“Our arms are openwide, aswide as

the cross,” says the youngmanwho,
until this struggle over the immigra-
tion status of Indonesian refugees, was
known primarily as a housing activist
who has helped the homeless, the poor,
veterans and singlemothers. He calls
the immigration system “broken.”
Kaper-Dale, whosewife, Stephanie,

is the other co-pastor of the church, did
not intend to become the defiant hero
for Indonesian Christian immigrants
who fled persecution in themidst of
chaos that followed the collapse of the
Suharto regime in 1998.
But when he and his wife were hired
by church elders in 2001, he learned
many of his parishionerswere Indo-
nesian and virtually all had overstayed
tourist visas given out by American

30 ADVICE
53 AUTOS
28 BUSINESS
51 CLASSIFIED

35 COMICS
30 CROSSWORD
14 EDITORIALS
33 H&G

30 HOROSCOPES
13 NEW JERSEY
22 OBITUARIES
52 REAL ESTATE

39 SPORTS
31 SPOTLIGHT
17 TOWNS
37 TV SCANNER

MORE
Enter your ZIP code at
nj.com/weather for
hour-by-hour local forecasts.

TOday
Sunny with a
high near 59°

TOnighT
Mostly clear with
a low near 34°

Visit the church in a video by
Mike Roy at nj.com/videos.
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Direct access to Manhat-
tan, Jersey City and Hoboken
by PATH train has been a cor-
nerstone of Harrison’s plan to
transform itself from an indus-
trial center into a commuter
hub.
Hundreds of condominiums
and rental units are already
built, under construction or
planned for the area surround-
ing the local PATH station. A
multi-phase residential and
commercial project now being
developed adjacent to the Har-
rison station is called, aptly
enough, Harrison Station.
The problem, though, has
been the station itself. Built
in 1936, it is cramped and in
desperate need of upgrades.
Anyone riding an NJ Transit
or Amtrak train through New-
ark passes the aging platforms
against a backdrop of empty
lots and abandoned factory
buildings.
So developers and town of-
ficials cheered yesterday’s an-
nouncement that the Port Au-
thority of New York and New
Jersey will spend more than
a quarter-billion dollars to re-
place the 76-year-old station
with a far grander, more ac-
cessible terminal of glass and
steel to serve the 7,000 com-
muters who use the facility
eachweekday.
“It’s the best news we could
have heard,” said Greg Russo,
a principal in Ironstate De-
velopment Co. of Hoboken,
which just completed a 275-
unit apartment building as
part of the Harrison Station
project, with a hotel and an-
other rental apartment build-
ing planned. “Nothing more
important or significant could
happen relative to Harrison’s
redevelopment.”
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TIBERIAS, Israel — After
Gov. Chris Christie, his fam-
ily and top staffers made a
daylong sojourn through the
New Testament yesterday, the
governor said he believes now
more than ever that only under
Israeli control can people of all
faiths worship together at the
holy sites of Jerusalem.
“There is no question that
that is so stark when you ac-
tually see it and you’re here,”
he said in an interview. “I was
somebody who felt that way
politically before I came here,
but now that I’ve actually
seen the sites, it’s reinforced
my opinion that the place has
never been better or freer than
under Israeli control.”

The group traced the last few
Stations of the Cross through
the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre and enjoyed a window
into the worshipping practices
of some of the six Christian de-
nominations that run theplace:
Roman Catholic, Greek Ortho-
dox, Armenian, Syrian Ortho-
dox, Egyptian Coptic Orthodox
and Ethiopian Orthodox.
It didn’t hurt that the guide,
Asher Afriat, CEO of the Is-
rael Seminar, had worked with
presidential hopefulMitt Rom-
ney, House Majority Leader
Eric Cantor and the pro-Israel
lobby theAmerican Israel Pub-
lic Affairs Committee.
“Because of the politics of
anonymity and need of all the
groups to be represented at
the holiest site for Christian-
ity,” he said, holding amap and
crouching on the dusty stone
streets of Old City Jerusalem,
the six religious denomina-
tions control different parts of
the church “and they disagree
about what belongs towho.”
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At top, a rendering of the new $256 million glass-and-steel Harrison PATH station the Port Authority announced
yesterday. Above, the current station, built in 1936. News of the plan was hailed as a boon for redevelopment.

SEEBraun,� PAGE 11

SEEPaTH,� PAGE 4

SEE CHrisTie,� PAGE 9


